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pose that the mythology of the Teutonic races, as they existed presumably 
thousands of years before the dawn of history, can be reconstructed from 
songs and stories recorded (in Iceland) in the twelfth century, none of which 
songs and stories, in their present form, are older than the ninth century, 
is to adopt an hypothesis which presents the strongest a priori improbabili- 
ties. Moreover, the doctrine of the author, that resemblances of tradition 
of widely-separated Aryan races are to be referred to the remote prehistoric 
time of their original connection, is not in accordance with the views now 
generally adopted, that diffusion from historical centres has much more to 
do with such similarity. 

It is somewhat surprising that Rydberg should make no allusion to the 
existence of opinions inconsistent with his premises. The distinguished 
editor and student of old Norse literature, Sophus Bugge, in his Studies on 
the origin of Norse legends relative to gods and heroes (Untersokingar, 
etc., Christiania, 188 1), has set forth views altogether inconsistent with those 
of the volume under consideration. While admitting the antiquity of some 
of the mythic characters, he nevertheless considers that the Norse poems 
and sagas, as they now exist, are essentially a work of the Middle Ages, 
produced under the influence of classical literature as well as of Christian 
monasticism. Loki himself, to Rydberg the prehistoric foe of the Asas, to 
Bugge, is neither more nor less than Lucifer written short. The only possi- 
ble explanation of the silence of the author is that he intends to discuss 
these doctrines in the course of his work ; but the translator, one would have 
thought, would have considered an introductory note as essential. 

While, therefore, as will be easily gathered from what has been said, the 
work of Rydberg is not to be regarded as a manual, but rather as setting 
forth individual views, it will present many suggestions to scholars, who will 
read it with profit. 

The translation is admirably done into clear and vigorous English. The 
form, type, and paper of the large volume is charming, and does the greatest 
credit to the taste and judgment of the house of Swan, Sonnenschein & Co., 
distinguished by their activity in publishing works relating to mythology 
and folk-lore. 

W. W.N. 

Die Vereinigten K6nigreiche Kroatien und Slavonien. Geschildert 
von Dr. Friedrich S. Krauss. Wien : Verlag von Karl Graeser. 1889. 
Pp. 143. 

This little book, very recently issued in Vienna, is No. 14 in a series en- 
titled " Die Lander Oesterreich-Ungarns in Wort und Bild." Dr. Krauss 
has divided his volume into three parts, and it is to the latter part particu- 
larly that I would briefly direct the attention of our folk-lorists. The title 
ef this third part is " Cultur und Volksthum," and under this heading the 
industrious author has collected a very considerable number of new and 
interesting items of Croatian and Slavonian folk-lore. Without going into 
detail, these items relate to the following important subjects : — 

I. Folk music, including the words of many folk songs. In addition, Dr. 
Krauss gives the musical annotation of the more interesting. 
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II. Folk sayings, together with those bits of homely wisdom known in 
German as Sprichworter. 

III. Beliefs relating to field and forest, many of which indicate a primi- 
tive state of mind. 

IV. Marriage customs and superstitions. Some of these are very curious 
and well worth the attention of students of comparative folk-lore. 

V. Folk-medicine. Under this heading, Dr. Krauss has given many of 
the curious remedies prescribed for rheumatism, child-birth, fever, headache, 
toothache, etc., parallels of which are to be found in different parts of the 
world. 

The above bare enumeration of subjects will serve to give the reader 
some idea of the scope of this part of the author's little book. Dr. Krauss 
has, for many years, been diligently adding to the ever-increasing stock of 
the world's folk-lore, in his special field, in Croatia and Slavonia. 

The book is neatly printed in brown-colored ink, and is profusely illus- 
trated. 

L. J. Vance. 
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